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Pte. Alfred INESON (1893 – 1919) 

(Royal Army Medical Corps.) 

 

 Pte.  Alfred Ineson, aged 25, Service No. 47794, of the Royal Army Medical Corps, died at 

home on January 7t 1919. He had survived the sinking of the Hospital Ship ‘Britannic’ in 

September 1916 but never recovered from the experience and he had been discharged 

from the Services in March 1917. He was the youngest child of Isaac Midgley and Ruth 

Ineson of Benny Parr Woods at Howley. He was the husband of Florence Annie Ineson who 

he had married in 1918. 

Family Information 

Isaac Midgley Ineson, described as a cloth ‘fuller’, came from Howden Clough, on the Batley 

side, had married Ruth Asquith, from Batley Carr, at the Birstall Wesleyan Chapel in 

November 1873. They were to have six children in the marriage but only four survived 

childhood. James Swailes (1878); William (1886); Millicent (1889) and ALFRED on May 16th 

1893, were all born in Howden Clough. The family had a close link with the Howden Clough 

Methodist Chapel where father Isaac was organist and choirmaster. 

The family lived in various houses in and around Howden Clough – in 1891 they were at 33, 

Turner’s Buildings; then in 1901 they were at 54, Leeds Road. In 1911 Isaac built a house at 

Benny Parr Wood by the side of the Howley Beck. They named the house “Ailsa Dell” after a 

favourite holiday spot.  
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Very little has come to hand about Alfred’s early life but he was employed as an assistant 

‘cloth fuller’ – perhaps at the side of his father. 

Service Record 

Alfred enrolled for the Services at York on January 11th 1915. His Service Record is quite well 

preserved and it states that he was five feet six inches tall – the exact average stated for 

soldiers in the First Word War. 

Again from his records …. 

 

Having ‘signed on’ he was on ‘home’ shores duty until he was deployed with the British 

Expeditionary Force (The name for the Army whilst serving abroad during the early part of 

the war). He had by now qualified for front line nursing duties as a Medical Orderly with the 

Royal Army Medical Corps. 

On September 24th 1916 he joined HM HS ‘Britannic’. 

 

 
 

             

  

 

 

 

 

 

HMHS Britannic was the third and final vessel of the White Star Line's Olympic class of 

steamships and the second to bear the name "Britannic." She was the fleet mate of both 

the RMS Olympic and the RMS Titanic and was intended to enter service as a 

transatlantic passenger liner. 

Britannic was launched just before the start of the First World War. She was designed to be 
the safest and most luxurious of the three ships, drawing lessons from the sinking of 
the Titanic. 
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She was laid up at her builders, Harland and Wolff, in Belfast for many months before being 
put to use as a hospital ship in 1915. In 1915 and 1916 she served between the United 
Kingdom and the Dardanelles. On the morning of 21 November 1916 she was shaken by an 
explosion caused by a naval mine near the Greek island of Keaand foundered 55 minutes 
later, killing 30 people. 

There were 1,065 people on board; the 1,035 survivors were rescued from the water 
and lifeboats. Britannic was the largest ship lost in the First World War. The loss of the ship 
was compensated by the award of SS Bismarck to the White Star Line as part of post-war 
reparations; she became the RMS Majestic. 

The news of the sinking was carried by the Batley News on December 8th 1916. 
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At the time of writing home Alfred was on board the French Battleship ‘Rennant’ for about a 

week when he was posted to Malta where he stayed for just over two weeks – but he was in 

quite a poor state suffering from shell shock and rheumatism. 

He was repatriated and sent home to recover in December 1916. But sadly he didn’t recover 

as his condition was complicated by ‘mitral regurgitation’ – heart disease. He was formally 

discharged from the services on March 28th 1917 as being ‘no longer fit for War Service’. 

Alfred settled back into life in Batley and worked as a Motor Driver for J T & J Taylor of 

Cheapside Mills, Batley. During the Summer of 1918 Alfred married Florence Annie Dawson 

in Stamford Lincolnshire and they set up home at ‘Ailsa Dell’ 

Sadly Alfred died at home on January 7th 1919 – he was just 25 years old. 

 

 

 

 He was buried in a family grave – with full Military honours – on January 11th 1919 at Batley 

Cemetery. 
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Pte. Ineson is remembered with Honour on …..  

Batley War Memorial 

Birstall War Memorial 

All Saints Parish Church, Batley Roll of Honour 

Howden Clough Methodist Chapel Roll of Honour 

Birstall Temperance Hall Roll of Honour 

 

 

 

 Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop with information and advice from Jennifer Graham 

(nee Ineson) – Pte. Ineson’s great niece - as part of the preparation for the Wreath Ceremony for 

Pte. Alfred Ineson to be held at his grave side on January 7th2019. 

 


