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L/Cpl. James Douglas LYON (1888 – 1919) 

(Royal Engineers) 

 

  

L/Cpl. James Douglas Lyon, aged 31, Service No. WR/262841, of the Royal Engineers, 

died at home on February 11th1919. He returned home two weeks earlier having been 

demobilised from his War Duties. He was suddenly taken ill and had been taken in the 

Staincliffe Base Military Hospital. He died from bronchopneumonia. He was the only son of 

Mr and Mrs John Lyon of The Ridings, Birstall. He was buried with full honours at St. Peter’s 

Parish Church on February 14th1919. 

Family Information 

John Lyon, who came from Huddersfield, and was Chief Clerk for the Engineering 

Department of the London & North West Railway Company, married Deborah Andrews, 

from Lees in Lancashire in early 1887. They lived in Hollis House at Marsden and whilst their 

they had their two children - James Douglas Lyon was born in 1888 and his sister, Marie  

Elvira, was born on April 29th 1892. Sadly Marie died in 1903. 

The family – clearly ‘well to do’ - moved to Birstall in late 1899 where they were one of 

three families shown to be living in ‘The Ridings’ in the 1911 Census. 
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Nothing is known of James’ education but he is recorded in the 1911 Census as being an 

Assistant Locomotive Superintendent with the ‘L&Y’ Railway Company in Burnley. 

 

 

 

The Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway (L&YR) was a major British railway company before 
the 1923 Grouping. It was incorporated in 1847 from an amalgamation of several existing 
railways. It was the third-largest railway system based in Northern England (after the 
Midland and North Eastern Railways). 

The intensity of its service was reflected in the 1,650 locomotives it owned – it was by far 
the most densely trafficked system in the British Isles with more locomotives per mile than 
any other company – and that one third of its 738 signal boxes controlled junctions 
averaging one every 3.5 miles (6 km).  

No two adjacent stations were more than 5.5 miles (9 km) apart and its 1,904 passenger 
services occupied 57 pages in “Bradshaw”, a number exceeded only by the Great Western 
Railway, the London and North Western Railway, and the Midland Railway.  

 It was the first mainline railway to introduce electrification of some of its lines, and it also 
ran steamboat services across the Irish Sea and North Sea, being a bigger ship-owner than 
any other British railway company. 

It amalgamated with the London and North Western Railway on 1 January 1922.  

 

James’ father John had taken a career change and his employment in Birstall was recorded 
as ‘Local Assessor and Collector of Income tax’. 

 

Service Record 

James enrolled with the services through his employment on the railways and he was  

assigned to the Railway Operating Division of the Royal Engineers. He enlisted  in December 

1915 but wasn’t actually mobilised until January 1917. From his records it would seem that 

he was in a specialist unit training mechanical engineers in the skills or railway maintenance. 
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He spent considerable time at the Longmoor Military Railway Depot 

The Longmoor Military Railway (LMR) was a British military railway in Hampshire, built by 

the Royal Engineers from 1903 in order to train soldiers on railway construction and 

operations. The vehicles and stock on the LMR were very much an assortment to give the 

maximum learning opportunity. Well over a thousand locomotives had associations with the 

railway, although many only through the need for storage. The same was true of the 

signalling at the various locations on the line, including an Army version of flag signalling. 

James was promoted on two occasions ‘to fill establishment numbers’ which suggests he 

was part of a training unit. 

He saw out the end of the war and was demobilised and returned to the family home in 

Birstall in January 1919. 

The Batley News on February 15th 1919 announced that he had died in Staincliffe Hospital 

from Bronchopneumonia. 

He was buried with full military honours at St Peter’s Parish Church on February 14th 1919 

 

He is also named on the War Memorial 
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 Pte. Lyon is remembered with Honour on …..   

 Birstall War Memorial 

St Peter’s Parish Church, Birstall – Roll of Honour 

 

{Footnote – there is an interesting issue that future researchers linked to the family might 

like to take up. In the story above it is suggested that the family were quite probably ‘quite 

well to do’. James didn’t marry and he seems to have had a successful career on the 

railways in Burnley. After his death his father went to great lengths to find James’ Will  

which was alleged to have been left with the Chaplin at the Longmoor Depot. James Service 

Records contain copies of a number of exchanges between his father and increasing levels 

of authority in the Army. Sadly the records do not contain any conclusion to the matter.} 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop as part of the preparation for the Wreath Ceremony 

for Cpl. Lyon to be held at his grave side on February 11th 1919 


