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L/Sgt. John Fawcett COOKSON (1887– 1919) 

(Labour Corps.) 

 

 

L/Sgt. John Fawcett Cookson, aged 31, Service No. 19324, latterly of the Labour 

Corps., died on February 17th 1919, of pneumonia, as he travelled home after being 

demobbed from the Services. He was buried in a family grave at Batley Cemetery with full 

military honours. He was the son of Edward and Elizabeth Ann Cookson and husband to 

Jessie of Wellington Street in Batley. Sadly their only child, a son Reggie, had died five 

months earlier just before his third birthday. 

Family Information 

Edward Cookson, a Solicitor’s Clerk, born in Leeds in 1860 had married Elizabeth Ann 

Fawcett, born 1862 in Heckmondwike, at St. Peters’ Church, Birstall on November 9th 1884 

 

The couple had just one child to the marriage. John Fawcett Cookson who was born on June 

3rd 1887 and was baptised on July 31st at St. Peter’s Church Birstall. 
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Little information has come to light about John’s early life but the family moved up to 

Northumberland – perhaps through his father’s employment. Sadly his mother, Elizabeth 

Ann, died in 1896 when John was just eight years old. His father remarried to Anne Maria 

Briggs but there were no children to that marriage. 

John’s father died in 1907 when John was nineteen years old and he is found living with an 

Aunt, Ellen Inmann, on Norristhrope Lane in Heckmondwike. By now John was 23 years old 

and he was employed as an Accountant’s clerk with Leeds City Council. 

On August 27th 1914 John married Jessie Wilson, from Wellington Street in Batley, at St 

Andrew’s Church in Purlwell. 

                                                               

 

 

They set up home at 47, Wellington Street in Batley and there in February they had a son 

Reginald  Edward (Reggie). Sadness was again to strike John their son passed away on 

August 17th 1918. (He is buried in the same plot was his father). 

 

Service Record 

John Fawcett Cookson enrolled into the Services in 1916 and he was deployed immediately. 

Originally he was assigned to The Durham Light infantry (Service No. 62010); then he joined 

the West Yorkshire Regiment (Service No.32691); before finally joining the Labour Corps 

under Service No. 19324. Given his background and employment status it is assumed that 

he served in an administration role.  

{The Corps grew to some 389,900 men (more than 10% of the total size of the Army) by the 

Armistice. Of this total, around 175,000 were working in the United Kingdom and the rest in 

the theatres of war. The Corps was manned by officers and other ranks who had been 

medically rated below the "A1" condition needed for front line service.} 

No further information has been found about his service but it is known that he was 

released from the Services in early February 1919. Whilst undertaking the journey back to 

Batley he was struck down by the Flu epidemic and he died of Pneumonia. 
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A one line entry in the classified columns of the Batley New on February 21st 1919 

announced his death – he was 31 years old. 

He was buried in Batley Cemetery in a family grave alongside his son Reggie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L/Sgt John Fawcett Cookson is remembered with honour  

on the Batley War Memorial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researched for Project BUGLE by Tony Dunlop - as part of the preparation for the Wreath 

Ceremony for L/Sgt Cookson – to be held at his grave side on the 100th Anniversary of his 

death. 

 

 


