
John William Marsden
1889-1917

Family Information

Private John William Marsden, aged 28, Service Number 40088 of the 9th Battalion York and Lancaster 
Regiment was killed in action on 1st October 1917 at the third battle of Passchendaele. He was born  in 
Dewsbury,Yorkshire on 9th September 1889 , the son of Robert Edward and Elizabeth Marsden. He was the 
fourth child  of eight children, although only five of the children survived, namely Mary Margaret, Alice Ann, 
John William, Sarah Elizabeth and Clara. The other siblings, namely William, Florrie and Harry all died in 
infancy. 

John William was baptised on 2 October 1889 at All Saints Dewsbury parish Church which is now known as 
Dewsbury Minster. He was educated at Jubilee Council and Wheelwright Grammar Schools and was an 
assistant teacher at Carlton Boys School before being called up. He was also an active member of the 
Brotherhood of St Andrew at Dewsbury and a teacher at St James' Sunday School, Vulcan Road. He was also 
secretary of the insurance section of the Bonny Rose of England Lodge of Oddfellows, Church House and 
Dewsbury. 

This is a microfiche copy of John William Marsden's baptism record. He was baptised on 2 October 1889 at All Saints, Dewsbury
Parish Church. 



On 1 June 1914  John William married Amy Giggal at Thornhill Lees Church.

John and Amy had two sons, Robert born in November 1914 and John in July 1916. This means that Robert 
was almost three and John was just 14 months old when their father was killed. Below is the last photograph of 
the Marsden Family before John William returned to the front. The photograph was a postcard which Alice 
( One of JWM's  sisters ) sent to her nephew John (the baby in the photograph) with a message on the reverse. 



Service Details

Most of his service record has come from War Diaries and project Bugle.

John William was attested at Pontefract on 30th November 1915 and was put in the reserves until 16 June 1916 when he
was mobilised. At first he was in The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry  (KOYLI) but was transferred to the 12th

Battalion York and Lancaster on 16th December 1916 when he was sent to France.

I have in my possession two cards that were sent home from the front line.

This is a birthday card sent to his wife Amy dated New Years Eve 1916.  Her
birthday was 3 January. 

The card 'To my dear wife' is quite poignant as exactly a month later he was killed in action. He had obviously received a
letter from home containing something written by Bob (his son ) who would have been aged two at the time. The front of
the card has a little pocket which contained a small card which simply says 'Love to all at home' but there is no inscription

on the back. 



JWM  was later transferred to the 9th battalion and at the beginning of 1917 they were training at St Lawrence
Camp, Poperinghe. 

Later in 1917they fought at the battles of Messines launched on 7 th June ,  Menin Road Ridge 20-25th

September, Polygon Wood 26-27th September. 

On April 22nd the battalion relieved the 8th Yorkshire Regiment at Railway Dugouts marching from Ottawa 
Camp. John William was wounded on this day but we do not know to what extent his injuries were. Some 
records suggest that he was hospitalised but I am not sure where or for how long. 

By 27th September  John William was back in action and the battalion was at Ridge Wood arriving at Bedford 
House at 10am the following morning. At 8am the battalion relieved the 8 th KOYLI at the front line. At about 
4am on 30 September 1917 there was thick fog and at 4.30am and an intense bombardment. At 5.15 am the 
enemy was discovered in large numbers advancing against one trench on the right. The enemy used bombs and 
flame throwers. There was also heavy fire with rifles, Lewis machine guns and bombs but none reached their 
trench. An SOS was sent up but it was not seen at the headquarters due to the mist. At about 6am the enemy 
attacked again but was driven off.  A wire fence had been put up by a pioneer battalion the night before and 
together with this and the fire of artillery the attack was repulsed. 

During the night of 30th September / 1st October 1917 the wire was repaired but there was heavy enemy shelling
between 5am and 6am. A protection barrage was started at 5.15am and an SOS sent up at 6am but no infantry 
action followed. At 12.30pm especially around the Battalion headquarters there was heavy shelling. Enemy 
aeroplanes were active all day, flying low and firing at them. The battalion fires at the planes with no effect. 

At 6.30pm the enemy bombarded yet again but the artillery put down the barrage in reply to the SOS and 
squashed the attack. After this the night was quiet. During the tour one officer and three other ranks were killed.
One Officer and twenty two other ranks wounded and three other ranks were missing. 

John William Marsden was killed by the bursting of a shell on 1 October 1917. His remains were never 
identified for burial and so he is commemorated at Tyne Cot Memorial West-Vlaandered, Belgium. He was 
awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 

In Dewsbury he is remembered with honour at Holy Trinity Church, Batley Carr, Wheelwright Grammar 
School, Dewsbury Parish School, St John's Church, Dewsbury Moor, and the Cenotaph  in Crow Nest Park. 



The JWM Centenary Collage

The above picture  is part of a collage created in July 2014 by my wife, Salli Marsden in memory of John William
Marsden and his family in the centenary year of WW1. In the collage there are 28 cards taken from the two cards sent

from the front line, each of which represent a year of John William Marsden's life. All the documents and photographs in
my possession were used in the creation of the collage. The collage was completed on 28th November 2014 which would

have been Robert Marsden's (his son, and my father) 100th Birthday.

In November 2019 my wife and I made a visit to  the WW1 battlefields and Tyne Cot Cemetery which helped to bring our
research to life. We found the pilgrimage both uplifting and emotional. I am a very proud grandson and it somehow 
brought me closer to a grandfather that, unfortunately, I was never to know. 
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